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WATER, SANITATION,  AND HYGIENE
Honduras

OUR VISION AND IMPACT

World Vision believes every child is worthy of a strong, vibrant, and healthy 
life, and providing clean water is the first step that enables children to thrive and 
achieve this. For families across the world, access to clean water is foundational 
and transformative, as it provides freedom, hope, and opportunity. Safe water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) are catalysts for sustainable improvements in 
health, education, economic development, gender equality, food and agriculture, 
child protection, and spiritual well-being.

To powerfully meet the needs of children and families in the communities we serve, World Vision has scaled our 
WASH programs. For decades, we have worked to provide cost-effective, sustainable programs that increase water 
access and improve sanitation and hygiene, allowing us to reach one new person with clean water every 30 seconds. 
We are more than just WASH implementers, we are tenacious, inspiring problem-solvers who love the poor and are 
poised to accomplish even more.  

This unprecedented impact, and our belief that every child deserves clean water, have driven us to go even further.  
We have real hope that the new Sustainable Development Goals adopted by the U.N. will garner the support and 
resources to end the global water and sanitation crisis by 2030.  World Vision has set a bold plan to be a part of the 
solution by bringing clean water and sanitation to one person every 10 seconds by 2020 and continuing at that pace 
until we reach everyone everywhere we work by 2030.  This will require faith and ingenuity, as we work alongside 
communities and partners to accomplish this vision. We invite you to join us in this journey to ensure that everyone in 
the areas we work has access to clean water that lasts. 

SUSTAINABILITY

Water continues to flow from World Vision water points long 
after they are constructed because we co-create solutions that 
last. Our WASH efforts are part of a full plan that addresses 
the many factors that perpetuate poverty.  We invest in each 
community for an average of 15 years, and work alongside 
communities so they take ownership in the maintenance and 
repair of water points. We also help establish water management 
committees to maintain and operate water points. These 
committees collect small fees to pay for repairs as needed—an 
approach that helps ensure communities have the knowledge and 
financial resources to keep their water points working smoothly.

   ACCESS OUTCOMES   IMPACT OUTCOMES
    Safe drinking water    Reduced child disease
    Improved sanitation facilities   Improved child nutrition
    Healthier hygiene practices   Increased family livelihoods
    Sustainable WASH interventions   Increased savings for repairs
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DAISY’S 

JOURNEY

Many years ago, Daisy and 
her husband Miguel came to 
live in El Obispo, a community 
without a water source. In El 
Obispo, families had to wake 
up at 3 a.m. and walk two hours to a small creek to get water.  
The water they carried home was only enough for drinking, 
cooking, and bathing. People had to walk four more hours to 
a river to wash their clothes. Many families couldn’t send their 
children to school, because they needed help with gathering 
water and taking clothes to the river to wash. Children in the 
community suffered from diarrhea because the water they 
consumed was contaminated.

Families in El Obisbo worked with the mayor to try and resolve 
their water problems. But the water system they constructed 
wasn’t sufficient—it provided very little water to only a small 
part of the community.  That’s when Daisy and the El Obispo 
water committee visited World´s Vision Yamaranguila Area 
Development Program (ADP) in search of a solution.  
World Vision provided community members with training 
and construction materials to complete their water system by 
building a water and distribution lines. 

Daisy shared how this new resource has transformed her life.  
“My family and I are very happy to have clean water. My garden 
has grown a lot, and I can cook healthy food for my family, 
especially my little grandson, Daniel. … The whole community 
has clean water in their homes. Children are very healthy and 
they don’t suffer from any diseases. I am really grateful for the 
help of World Vision,” said Daisy. With your support, many more 
communities in Honduras can reap the benefits of clean water.

Left: Clean water fl ows into Daisy’s household wash basin.  Above:  “I like the 
lemon juice my grandmother prepares from the lemon trees,” shared Daisy’s 
grandson, Daniel.
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HONDURAS AT A GLANCE

Honduras is located in Central America, with a population of 
more than 8 million people, 50 percent of whom live in rural 
areas. Nearly 65 percent of Honduran families live in poverty, 
which means their income is too low to cover the cost of their 
basic needs. The country is ranked 129 of 187 on the 2014 
United Nations Human Development Index, which measures a 
country’s life expectancy, education, and income.  This ranking is 
below most other Latin American and Caribbean nations.

Honduras is predominantly Roman Catholic and Spanish 
speaking. Indigenous customs that precede Spanish colonialism 
are still common. Subsistence farming and large livestock 
grazing tracts dominate the land. Security has become a serious 
problem in some areas country. Compounding the impact of 
poverty, Honduras is on a major drug-trafficking route, leaving 
impoverished families to deal with rampant gang violence and 
the highest murder rate of any country in the world. 

In rural communities without access to safe water, families 
consume water from streams or small open wells where 
people bathe and wash their clothes, and animals defecate.  The 
situation becomes especially critical during the summer when 
water sources dry up. The dependence on limited water means 
that families may not have enough water for proper hygiene 
and sanitation.

Water coverage in rural Honduras

84%

Source: WHO/UNICEF 2015

Sanitation coverage in rural Honduras

Source: WHO/UNICEF 2015

78%

800 Thousand
TOTAL PEOPLE SERVED IN WORLD VISION PROGRAM AREAS

400 Thousand

Source: UNICEF 2015

1 in 50 children die before the 
age of 5 in Honduras

CHILDREN SERVED IN WORLD VISION PROGRAM AREAS
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PROGRAM GOAL

Provide access to clean drinking water to 213,000 PEOPLE.

OUR WORK IN HONDURAS

Since 1974,  World Vision has worked in Honduras to improve 
the well-being of children through long-term development 
and relief programs.  World Vision’s Honduras WASH Program 
builds upon deep contextual knowledge of the communities 
in which our 400 staff live and work. Our efforts are focused 
on WASH, health, education, economic development, nutrition 
and food security, child protection, prevention of violence, and 
emergency response. Currently World Vision has 27 ADPs and 
implements projects in 12 departments within the country.

The Honduras WASH Program was launched in 2012. The 
WASH team works closely with communities and municipal 
governments to construct piped-water systems with household 
water connections from protected natural springs. As of March 
2015, 17 water systems have been built serving 8,700 people, 
with many more in progress.  

World Vision currently operates WASH projects in seven ADPs 
in Western and Southeastern Honduras. With donor support, 
our plan for fiscal years 2016 through 2020 is to scale up our 
WASH work in Honduras to 21 ADPs across 11 departments.

World Vision is currently seeking support to expand this 
successful program through fiscal year 2020. Please refer to the 
five-year program goal, targets, and budget below.

World Vision reaches four schools
with clean water each day globally.

BUDGET

57% U.S.  43% GLOBAL

$6.3 MILLION IN FUNDING

SPENDING BREAKDOWN

WATER SANITATION HYGIENE

97,047 HAND-WASHING FACILITIES

120 WATER POINT
COMMITTEES FORMED

6,310 SANITATION FACILITIES

47,825 NEW AND REHABILITATED
WELLS AND WATER POINTS

World Vision works closely with communities in Honduras to build water systems 
with household connections and sanitation units that include showers and latrines. 
The program also promotes healthy hygiene practices in communities and schools.
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PROGRAM TARGETS

60%

39%

1%



P.O. Box 9716, Federal Way, WA 98063-9716
www.worldvision.org

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and 
their communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. 
Motivated by our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s 
unconditional love for all people. World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.
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FY16 Target 
Five-Year Target  

(FY16-FY20)

25,000 213,000
Activities

1 Successful boreholes or shallow wells completed 3 25
2 Successful water points from mechanized wells, springs, piped-water systems, rainwater harvesting, and other systems installed 5,830 47,800
3 Nonfunctioning water points rehabilitated 0 0
4 Schools with water supply systems installed or rehabilitated 28 230
5 Health facilities with water supply systems installed or rehabilitated 9 70
6 Households using water-treatment products (such as chlorine or P&G Purifier of Water) to disinfect drinking water 5,220 42,900

8,950 44,300
Activities

1 Improved sanitation facilities in schools built or subsidized by World Vision  27 130
2 Improved school latrines with menstrual hygiene management facilities 27 130
3 Improved sanitation facilities in health clinics built or subsidized by World Vision  9 40
4 Improved household sanitation facilities built by community members or subsidized by World Vision  1,440 6,140

OUTCOME 3:  People practicing better hygiene behavior changes 16,800 163,000
Activities

1 Schoolchildren trained in safe hygiene behavior-change practices 2,490 24,100
2 Household hand-washing facilities built by World Vision or community members 10,000 96,700
3 School hand-washing facilities built by World Vision or community members 27 260
4 Health clinic hand-washing facilities built by World Vision or community members 9 87

Activities
1 Water committees formed or reactivated with a fee-collection system 18 120
2 Artisans and local entrepreneurs trained in repair, maintenance, and construction of WASH facilities 23 140
3 Functional Citizen Voice in Action (CVA) groups focused on WASH 10 90
4 Faith leaders who participated in hygiene, sanitation, or behavior-change programming 140 1,000

Intervention

OUTCOME 1: People gaining access to safe water

OUTCOME 2: People gaining access to improved sanitation

OUTCOME 4: Communities have improved capacity to sustain WASH interventions

Note:  These targets are our vision and subject to change.

PLANNED ACTIVITIES
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